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Run of the mill

To plan a garden for an Oxfordshire water mill,
a young designer went by the brook. By Maureen Cleave

It is hard to imagine a better gift than an idyllic small garden,
attached to an 18th-century water mill, bordered on one sade by
a swilt, noisy brook and on the other by an orchard. This is what
the painter Maryrose Hodgson gave to her husband as a reward
for converting the fve-storey mill, at East Hanney, in Oxfond-
shire, She engaged the young designer finmy Blom and gave her
a free hand except for two caveats: no lown, and no vellow. On
:'l.l:'l}' I"ln:.- 1997 Blom and I'En-l']ga-rl::l I:I'L'!::III - pnlling m 3,500
plants — and for the next three weeks it rained in a thoroughly
satisfactory manner. Today the garden is ravishing,

It has been a joint effort. Blom came L with the icdess
Hodgson, who the age of 11 won the school prize for her
Coronation garden (a patniotic mixture of white alvssum, blue
lobelia and red sahias), put them into practice. And Robert.
Hodgson's hushand (a former estates bursar at Merton College,
Oheford’, did much of the hard |=||rl1:,:.1|ri1u_-;. Un one occasion,
Blom decided on a terrace outside the front door; Robert had For the garden she

some old York stone to hand. “The next time | came,” savs Blom, designed for the
milllhouse [abave

left) at East oSS

"there was the termce.

Bloan started her g.lt:!rl:mu; csreer in a senth London mental Hanney, near ST :'_,1; |
hospital, working with elderly men who passed their days chain- Abingdon, Jinny SEERs
y — - : Blom laid three B
ﬂnukmg in front of the television. Cardening got them out- by

doors and, from this positive expenence, Blom decided to take herringbone brick
up garden design. The mill garden was the first commission she to ’“'!d":lir"' "h: .,
underiook alone, and it's a trivmphant start. She has bold views mE ol

; Letcombe Brook,
about her chesen field, ‘1 am bored rigid by p|.:|nl colleching, around which she
| den't give a monkey’s where things come from,” she says, add- planted Euphorbla

ing that if she hears another wond aboant gemius foci — the spirit Fap Y

! yellowish mounds,
of place, now all the mge — she will scream. fluffy pink
The trangular garden is about 44 yards long and 22 yards at its X le“""""fr“:;*;::
widest point, tapening to a sycamore tree. A low Victorian wall Trn:;::h'ruwh
separates it from the orchard. °l wanted a stock-proof fence macedonica
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re [" i : Y Clockwise from above: the
spires of Digitalls
ferruginea tower over red
Knautla macedonica;
Rebert and Maryrose
Hedgian with their dog
Leelpo; seduems and
Sambucin nigra 'Guincho
purple’, still In bud; Muffy
white aruncus and purple
Salvia verticillata "Purpls
Rain’ flank the curved
path; Verbena bonaripnsis
and the plate-llke yellow
fowers of bronze fennel;
Mizcanthus sinends var
condensatus "Gracillimus’
Verbena bonarlanss and
Darmera peltata form
a lively disploy

B i




Blom says the garden slopes to the brook in
a psychological bleed-out into nature’

along the wall,” says Blom. "We used indigenous planting: hawthom, vibur-
i, thlg rees. | e hoses in the orehoard 1-.L'|:|r anced exf il elown.”

It was the ook and ils w;'|r|'|r|.q ciddics that ||1~.|'|||:¢'J Bla's overall
scheme: the garden would mimmic the brook. “People gather in eddies, too,
s|ie B, s we have three IS 117 !il.'r:1:1|_1'|!|-|'|r|.r linck, one after anather,
laid by Robert, each slightly bigger than the last, the connecting paths
forming a slight curve.” The steps up to the firnd circle are made from raibvay
-.|1'|:';:-|'|'- It ks eneineled 113. slepele el - Vietornian rl.'ll_'!_;ril|l-|'l :|1||||:1 1:‘!-|'|;:l|;|.|
with finials - the ropes shung between them festooned with the dark wine-
hued elematis "Madame Julia Cormevon’. In the second circle is a table,
a cable drom half submerged under the brickwork. The third circle, with
a little seat shaded by the syzamare, is planted with ferns and comfrey

H['I:[' I||(' |:;r|:|'|1|||_| *.||::-|:|1"-. down o r||1,' brook in 1.';|1.,:r Bl -:_'.l!h 'r|||: s
chological bleed-out into noture, which 1 o sy one would not notice
a garden there from the outside, “Ta sepaitate i froem niglune | uze bultfer
planting,” said Blom. *On the wet side 1 put in the covote willow Selix exi-
gra and [ris pwendecorus, Darmera peltata for it hige russel leaves in
atilvmn, and J':rr.r}f.-lln"l'l'.:r J‘.t.h'fr'..'."'l'.' {This last, she admits, s "'I'!-'I'II:' :n-f'l]l'lll. |

1 like to se plants that have natve counterparts,” Blom conhinues, “The
white Filipendula ulmaria occurs in the hedeerows, so | have used a culti-
var, the giant pink fluffy F rubra "Venusta™. You see scabious and elder on
the 'Ihl:h;_l;"n..:l!. across the lop of the Downs, so Pve used the litle eomson
scabions, Kneutia macedonicd, and an elder, Sambucus migra “CGuincho
p||rp|q'_, with |,1'|1|:'|_1!r leaves and |'|||:|.Ic lemvers

The colour scheme is ‘moody”, sys Blom, designed to fit in with the mill's
brick walls: pinks and purples and browns, crearmy aruncus with its Pringe
of Wales plinnes, dark red Origamum loevigatum “Herrenbausen®, Virherna
bonariensis with its mauve topknots, Digitalis feruginea, a litthe apricot fox-
E'|l.:-1.|:_' from the Mediermnean, Salvia verticillafa "Purple Rain', bafd panik
\ehillea “Lachaschinheit’, and termcotta Euphorbia griffithii Fireglow',
which matches the red oxide paint on the mill's iron balcony. All this and
the murmuiring brook: it is hard to kmagine a setting to better it. Even the
soil - fine silt washed from the Berkshire Downas - is perfect.

."'l.r:l.|111§1|1q' EFASEES = {:..-n';zrl:n:_;;n.lll‘l.l. ‘Kar] Focrster' and Miseantbig sihen
sin var condemsafus "Cracilimus’ — Maryrose Hodgson (who gardened
surreplitiously all the ime as we wandered around the mill ganden, dead-
Eir:l:li:llg. 1.'.r|:_'|:|i|1;!_; |:|||.|1i||.ﬂ E;:lp.-.'l tackles soame eouch ETnas 1 get more and
more ruthless as | get older,” she admits, pulling out a stray frond

The gardener is the garden,’ Blom observes, watching her. "Once the
gardencr goes, the garden goes oo W

Jinrry Blom can be confached on 0208763 1 3183: the Mill Howse can be
rented through English Country Cottages (0870 585 1155 11)
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