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ocooned moits own prcturcsque hittle

valley, Temple Guiting Manor s a world
apart lrom the reahities ol everyday life.

= In a scene reminscent of e Wmd i the

Willows, the filteenth-century Cotswold-stone manom
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Ratty-style rowing boat), a setung so wdylhic that it sum-
ply had to have an exemplary garden o complement
it. Enter award-winning garden designer Jinny Blom,
who in 2001 was commssioned by owner Steven
Clollins to redesien the gardens. 1 he house wias Grade
| listed and in need of major work, so Jinny introduced
Steven to architect Prolenmy Dean, who collaborated
with Jinny on much ol the nstorical research and on
some ol the architectural elements of the garden,
mcluding the walls
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give back the garden its original lome.” Also high on
her list of priorities was to maintain the sense of scale
and intimacy dictated by the valley (small, almost cosy
and the house (compact rather than sprawhng). The
first step towards remstanng some coherence o the
garden was to get hold ol a set ol caighteenth-century
plans. On these, an old road was marked, isecting the
property and long since lost. Along this line Jinny
created the granary walk, a long, straight walkway
enclosed within hagh walls, with blowsy herbaceous
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other side 15 the main part of the formal garden,
entered theatrically through an oak door.

I'he main garden [alls into three werraces, neatly
parcelling up the land 1o mamtain a sense ol intimacy
On the wp terrace 15 the orchard, with a dehicious
mixture of apples, pears, plums, chernes and dam-
sons, underplanted with spring bulbs, Stone steps
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1 Manor house 3 Poolterrace

2 Lowest terrace 4. Orchard
([comprising privy, 5 Granary walk
herb, yew, parterre & Tennis court
and rose gardens) 7 Peacock garden

tlescend 1o e o 1'[|1I'.-|| terrace, where the Ioeal i;l-e:itn
15 a lone, aoblone '|I1|1||_ serene and calminge, with an
TR summerhouse that mees the gable end ol the
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close to the house,” says Jinny, 1 wanted ta entic
people deeper into the garden, to get them to explore
mare.” his level s enclosed on three sides n pleached
hormbeams, ughily chipped and ngorously controlled,
rsing up like sentries from the contrastingly exuber-
ant borders to tame the unruly mass below, “The
hornbeams look dilferent rom different vantage
ponis, savs hinny ‘From the orchard they look like a

FHE PILANTING ON

hedee, whereas lower down you get mieresting views
through the trunks", With a white and silver theme, the
|l'|.lll|II:L'| ofi the central werrace 18 looge and nataral
looking, although wndine wo the traditional, mcluchng
pale mses, tall loxgloves, the lovely Rosa Winchestes
Cathedral and sumpiuous Preoma lactiflors ‘Duchesse
de Nemours'.

Cn the lowest level, Jinny has divided the terrace
into i series ol five small « ompartments, cach with
its o character - the |.1'i1.1 sarden, with an outcdoor
dining area next to a charming old stone privy; a
herb garden with ragrant bivender and artermisia; a
green yew garden that draws the eve to the view
over the valley from the orchard; a tongue-in-cheek
parterre with white beddimg and the imoals of the
owners marked out i box; and a rose garden, foll

of luscious colour and scent. A long band ol Rosa









