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Hop poles, scaffolding, filigree ironwork . .. every garden
needs a bit of height and glamour, says Jinny Blom

Well-grown climbing plants
are one of 1he best [hings in
Lhe garden, They are spectacu-
larly useful in a small space
and can brapsform an srea
which hae few imnbasrent dy e
=, such as a flab garden with-
cet Trei= oF diecen] wills, :".I:H:]:'.
of us have tiny gardens and
these davs 8 goodd supporting
witll i something of 2 luxury.

This s where Trec-standing
virrtieal supporls come o bhe
resue, O course vertical sup-
ports car e design featlunes in
theie own right, emphasising
or accenling yvour sityhe. For
fadbed plamomr, rusty irom i
any forme 15 excling, consicher
lengths of old chain hung from
a metal pergola Teamas misde
Troam ol scaffold poles, O see
what’s on offer st an archibee
fural salvape vanl On one of
my revent recoes, T was templ
el by a delightful ofd French
mHetal rose capola an tdeal
Levshing spob whien senolfened
in Rosa ‘Phyllis Buke' with its
tatbered seented fowers. Try
iy ol ekl window
(o, artfully rosted, or dis
ey 3 defunct Feench iron
campaign el o vse the e
sulting panels as suppoerts {or
lighter climbwrs, such as IMNeen
tra scprdens o thee exolie Troem-
prt Fonwered bonevsuckle, Lon
Foerd drageopkyila.

Chere are also the Light and
protty wirework  arches  ad
pergoelas, based op Victorian
I_Ill;ﬁ'|:[:|\h (ke those made |'I_'.'
Matthew Eden), that are shill
worlhy of a place in gardens as
they dress up well, CHd stone

columns are very  decorative
arsd paxing conlemporany sim
plicily with reclaimed or an-
Lropu iheres 15 Fiem, Llse some de
licious antique store columns,
evenow o single one owill be
eoieh, bwired willy ivy arl a
limipnd roses such as e esogqu
siler climiber Kosa "Princesse de
Nassau

Fimber makes a weleome
change from the whimsy of wil-
low, I've wsed old hardwooad
Moor joists before now as verd
cal accents, streaked with dis-
by Al festoomed with ma-
penta Clennatis " Aowlance
Hop pokes are perfect for rear-
i elimbsers in thee mddbe of
the warden and ash havlorks
fromm thee Pyrenees make really
woad supports set through a
Noseer bed or lied 10 a femee
Each one is different anid can
ke enhanced by charnny with
a hlowtoreh [thos abso makes
them rod-prosd], then rubbing
ek with a wire hrush, Thus
blackened, they will make a
good foil Tor bright coleurs
Al the charring makes them
rod paros,

I oyomp've gl sHIH 008y,
wir bis A propser erallsnman such
as Aulrew Frodlay who makes
really unusual Glgree arches
amd exotic arabic arbours in
stanless stecl, Bal remember,
even twiggy stems of haeel
pushed into the groamd an
spring will kwek Tar better all
vear Than a tacky moetal sparal
leaning al an irvitating angle

For a comemporary garden
1 |';:r M Creale L'i".-l':l||- ol
by serunching up tall lubes of

chicken wire aml spray-puaanl
iy them in wee-cream prinks,
S ber them with the barmy
bt besubiful annual Lahlah
purpureus ardl they will elicit
gy ol wondder Trony friencls,
Finally, if. fike me, you hate
the dreadiul, gingery trellis
paneis on sale at ganden cen
tres, then design vour own and
hawves a local carpenter or Tnd
scaper knock ot up for vouu on
site. Dron't try anvihing oo
complex i osimple sguared
pattern always looks best,

Where to buy

Architectural salvage:
www_ Sabvo, oo Uk
Garden antigues: Lassco,
MWeark St London EC2
(0207740 Ba44d;

widts IBSSoD, GO Lk,
Sotheby's, SwEtimes
Placs, Wesl Sumses
(0403 B33560;

waw sothabys.com), nest
saie Seplember 23,
Jardinigue, 8d Park
Farm, Wangs Hill, Badch,
AR, Harmgahrd

(0 420 5E0055),
Wirework supports:
Matthaw Eden Garden
Furnture. Picssach Eng,
Corsngem, Witkshire
(01249 T13335;

Wy matthewaden. co.uk)
Irommwork supports:
Andrew Findlay, The
Forge, Eastno:, Ledbury
Ferefordsnice

(015631 B34994)

& rusted iron
SCrean
provides
strong
vertical
accent in
this town
garden
designed by
Ross Palmear



