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is part of the M’EH was originally a neatly mown e

ywn NManked by a straight yew hedge. Designer Jinny
Blom has now removed such restrictive corsets so that
lawns and hedges run wild while the Cutting Garden,
intended to provide autumn flowers, is a riot of Amsonia .—-"ﬂ‘
tobermaemontana, Songuisorba tenuifolio ‘Alba’, and the —
. bold spires of Digitalis purpurea {B on plan}.
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SOME GARDENS ARE IMPOSED upon their surroundings. You
know the sort of thing: majestic lawns, deeply luxurious herba-
ceous borders and cool shrubberies; in other words, all that we love
most about classic English gardens. Other gardens are more subtle
and their claim on the countryside is less brazen. Like chameleons, -
they insinuate themselves into the landscape.

There is no doubt whatsoever into which camp linny
Blom's design for this Sussex garden fits. At the end of a
winding track ll'lrnugh a {uppiu.;::d woodland, the g.ir;h:n
suddenly opens out into an idyllic landscape of water meadows,
lazily twisting streams, ancient pastureland and mooching deer.
All this is part of 400 very lovely acres of farmland that are
carefully monitored by a conservation manager whose mission
15 to create an ideal environment for all wildlife 1o thrive
unmolested by the agrochemical hand of man.

Within this natural buffer and gathered around a neat
Tudor farmhouse sits the garden. It has been created relatively
quickly (since 2002) by Jinny, in close and affable collaboration
with her enlightened and enthusiastic client.

When the project began, a more conventional garden
already existed on the site. Terraces of York stone had been laid,
walls had been built and there was a lot of closely mown grass.
Between them, designer and client decided to create a
completely different sort of garden: they were looking for
what the client rather eloquently described as “a certain cheery,
tramped-about haphazardness”. At the same time they set
themselves some strictly self-imposed criteria: most notably
the decision was made to conserve all the hard landscaping.

As Jinny explains, “The temptation, particularly in London, is
to rip out everything that was there before in order to scrape
the site back to blank canvas. As a result, many tonnes of
perfectly usable stone and timber ends up in the skip.

“Although much of the structure here was not what [ wanted, it
had to stay. After all, a terrace is not a painting - it is only there to
stand upon.” As a result of this, Jinny has had to amend her propor-
tions in order to fit into the existing corsetry of walls and pathways
— although she has allowed nature to mufile the edges by setting
thyme in crevices and permitting grass to colonise paving joints.

SIMPLE, LOCAL AND EDIBLE

This condition has not noticeably harmed the design of the garden.
The intention was to create a garden which wherever possible
adhered to three basic principles, “simple, local and edible”. Jinny
has fond childhood memories of wandering around her uncle’s
large garden grazing on randomly planted salad leaves and plump
berries. Food 1s everywhere: as you wander up the drive to the
house (E on plan) there are nuts, raspberries grow around the
swimming pool (M on plan), currant bushes edge pathways and

where once there were strict drifts of leathery Bergenia there is now B
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| The vepetable plots (O on plan) are the only area n
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DESIGMNER PROFILE
Jinry Blom is one of Britain's most excrting garden
desigriers. She set up her London-based practice |2
yedars ago (having worked as an assstant to award-
winning designer Lian Fearson). Snce then she has
desipned two Chelsea Show Gardens (The Healing
Garden with HRH The Prnce of Wales in 2002

the Laurent Permer Garden in 2006) and has made a
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number of supenor gardens all over the country: Her
chents have included institutions (Magpie’s Centre in

Foundation), architects (Michaelis Boyd and Bdridee

Srmenin) as well as indnachuaks, Her basic ph oS00y 15 KEED It smple and do i we

* Jinny Blom Limited, 43 Clerkenwell Road, London EC1M 5RS.

Tel 020 7253 2100, email innyiEyinmyblom.com, www.jinnyblom.com
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§ Reso *Madame Alfred

Carriére’ smothers
what was once the
garage. At its feet e
ox-gye daisy and ’
aurrants. “Fruit bushes

- are found in profusion

all aver the garden o
feed humians and birds
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» sorrel and mint. Most remarkably there are ten oak-boarded rectan-

L 4
; : : &N the gateswnd fenti
gular vegetable beds right outside the house (O on plan) — in exactly R Tk

: are made from local
the place where, in a less unorthodox garden, you would perhaps ehestnut aAll gak coppios 2o

find a formal knot garden or noting herbaceous borders. give a low-tech dppéal ¢ £
From almost every important window, the client can look
out at swelling radishes and pouting cauliflowers marshalled into

Orwellian order. All of this contrasts markedly with the joyful

exuberance of the rest of the garden,

THE 'HERB-ACEOUS' BORDER

Flanking the vegetable plots is what Jinny calls the “Herb-aceous

Border™ (P on plan) —a lousy pun but a good idea, brimming with

culinary herbs and the odd cardoon ( Cynara cardurnulus), This

curves around a retaining wall topped with buzz-cut lavender, a

chubby pumpkin patch and a frame of thriving vines — more food.

This border meets a steep bank that wraps round the side of the
(eortinued an page 30) P

GARDEN NOTES -‘
Jinny Blom’s advice for attracting wildlife to your garden:

| = The first priority in any garden | make is bees. Hazek are very

| early into fiower and attract bess to their pollen-filled cathkins This

nourshment makes bees ready lor achon as other lowers come
e i i Sprng Muttenes are a must even in the tiniest FArgen 7 The eall pink spilos of
* Water is,as we know, imperative for life. Add water wherever common foxgloves {Dighealis

YOU Can. In a large garden many ponds could be ntroduced purpureaparen’t as wild a.i.
they look. Jinny scattered
seodswidely to assist the
“randomness of nature™,

shallow-edped for birds, mamimals. amplibians, and insects to take
achantage for drinking, bathing and breeding,

= Try not to be oo tdy. It's quite alnght to leave planting to its
ratural cycle — it has its own beauty of fresh sprng growth,
fiowening, dryng off and scattenng seed in late summer: straw s
taken oy all manner of creatures for winter beddng, or provwdes a
safe route through the garden for tiny mammals and seff-muiching

over winter, A quick dean up in February starts the year off again
* Birds need peace and quiet and plenty of food. | invanably plant
a good mixed fruty hedge. Lots of blossom, followed by frut, feeds
the muitituge and gladdens the heart A dense hedge with a good
leal mouidy base will attract shy siow worms that can hide unts
ousk when they emerge 10 Snack on Siugs in the damp open grass
* Choose wildlife-friendly plants. Umbelifers are beautfu

| adaptable and an excellert food source for mary insects, includ ng
hover fies. Moths love vy flowers and vy & a splendid host for
many areatures iNCiuding Moths, specers and berds. I you have a tny
garoen, one oregano plant will astonsh with the crusting of
outtertikes when it i5 in full bioom. Herb gardens are a magnet for
all sorts of nsects, nduding the wonderful humming bird moth,










An extraordinary laissezfaire
attitude pervades this garden. It is
without doubt beautiful and
idyllic and welcoming

P (contrued from page 27)
house (E on plan): formerly more mown grass, this is now a
trothing turmoil of ox-eye daisy { Lewcanthermum vulgare) and Rosa
“Stanwell Perpetual’ (a fiendishly thorned rose of palest pink).

Along the ridge of this slope (and indeed throughout the
garden) are some gnarled fruit trees that, despite appearances,
are all new to the garden, having been salvaged from a redundant
fruit farm. At the back of the garden lies an even wilder area,
which Jinny calls the Old Nuttery {1 on plan), where an old
drainage ditch forms a Water Garden () heavily planted with
water lilies, and a flock of Sussex hens scratch about. The garden
15 constantly threatened by deer and rabbits: there is fencing for
the latter and Jinny has planted a humungous hedge to deter the
former. " We hated the idea of a Stalag-Luft deer fence so went for
this option: imtially visitors complained that we had blocked the
view but we decided that we would rather have a happy garden
than what was, in reality, a rather mediocre view.”

A HONEY-BEE'S HEAVEN

O the other side is the Pear Garden (N on plan) - a square of
grass surrounded by some magnihicent espaliered pears, gatherings
of pillowy box balls and a couple of hybrid tea roses {pink *Paul
shirville' and the gingery "Just Joey ). Most of the grass throughout
the garden is only mown twice a vear and, as a result, has become a
mass of clover and buttercup and is generally a greenkeeper's
nightmare (but a honey-bees heaven ). From here it 15 a stroll to
the swimming pool (M on plan) surrounded by more box, lilac
and the heavy-hipped Rosa Corylus (="Hazel le Rougetel’), and a
hop to the cutting garden (B - six raised beds and a long (and
quite conventional) herbaceous border.

This was never going to be easy as the soil is, to be perfectly
Irank, disgusting: heavy acid clay which i1s waterlogged in winter
and iron-hard and deeply fissured in summer. It needed a designer
with vision and a client with imagination — and will always require
a gardener with an extraordinanly sympathetic touch.

An extraordinary laissez-faire attitude (the client even likes mole
hills, for goodness’ sake) pervades this garden. 1t is without doubt
beautiful and idyllic and welcoming and all those wonderful things
that a garden should be, but one should be under no illusions about
the amount of effort that goes into making something this good. m
= lames Alesander-Sinclair i a garden desgner and BEC TV presenter.
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B The \Water Garden i) on plany was, untl recently an oid dranage
gitch It still collects run-oif water From the orchand Bt nons prosades a
usaful watering hole n the midst of the garden \Wildide abounds and
T S :J-:'r.'lr;-:“'a I DErincl o I_.ll'lg e Al WWatEning what’s RONrEg i
9 The old Oast House (F on plan} previoushy sat on a plateau of Lwn
Perad vines and ;J cover il and 3 bewy of doved haoe neshed there
10 The whbiquitous cec-eve daisy is "the star of the garden” according
B [ who e TR Oreatess Dok weaves off sumny while Bossvers all
over the place” and yet still manages 1o appeal dose-up

1 The beaitifil shape of the mature Bramiey apple: trees beside the
swirmming pool (M on plan} = a spn of vears of careful prunmg, sy

Joriiry e SIS T iy’ Aria DEnaith e the Mairy ean

PLANT NOTEBOOK

Jinny Blom highlights some of her favourite plants. These
hardworking species all look ornamental, and many also
a provide food both for the garden’s owners and for wildlife:

Rosn Sir Cedee MMorrs

places ® COUNTRY GARDEN

Rosa “Sir Cedric Morris’

"Becaies it s Ijl::.__lI and bBeautfd”

A towenng |Om-high cimber with
great bunches of ragrant white
flowers in late summer. Heavenhy
folape with purply tints.

Fragaria vesco (strawberry)

An enthusiastic groundcover plant

Little parik flowers followed by tiny
aipine strawbermes

Leucanthemum vulgare

{ox-eye daisy)

The clazsic native meadow flower
“Terry the gardener calls it ‘white
mess and we have made a nght
miess everywhers with it says [inmy
Cydonia oblonga (common quince)
A smmall tree bearing pinkish lowers
iofllowed by golden pear shaped
fruit. Makes great jelly and
membrllo’ (quince cheese), The
word ‘marmalade onginally rmeant
‘quince @am’ (from the Spanish for
thas fruit. rarmela’).

Corylus avellana (hazel)

Fantastic leaves, delicous nuts (if
you Deat the squrmeds) and good as
plart supports It s a fabulous
plant, incredibly useful and strips
ENergy trom rich sods a IAINg @
good woodland floor to develop
Primulo {primrose)

“A perfect early sprng flower for
wondlands But meosthy Bee e

they are <o sweet.

Origanum vulgare (oregano)
“All the herts do brllianthy but

espeCaly oregana, it s alne with [
butterihes and bees in summes I
Currants

“Wye grow ned, black and white |
currants not just for the taste b

also the heady sme
&
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