




















T Fig 7: The barns have been ith

wing. In 2001, the house was bought by Mr
and Mrs Steven Collins, who had been scarch

ing for an ideal country weekend retre
They immediately sel in train 4 process of
revival that is at first most noticeable in the
imaginative and well-crafted garden setting
of the house, designed by Miss Blom.
With architect Ptolemy Dean, Miss Blom
embarked on the inspired restoration of the
enclosed setting recorded on carly maps.
They reinstated lost walls, which are models
of dry-stone walling technigue by Gilbert
Lee Stirling, who lives in the village (this
work won an award, presented by The
Prince of Wales, in 2006). This has helped
re-create the relationship between the house
and the barns—which were later than the
house, but built in the same masonry tra-
ditions—and it has also helped give the

house an appropriate visual context.

The main formal garden lies to the west,
and has a stone canal on axis to the house,
framed by clipped hornbeams. There,

a series of smaller enclosed garden areas
of different characters evoke the dense
geometric layout of 16th-century domesti
gardens, with compartments of ros

herbs, topiary yew and a boxwood parterre.
Swathes of wildflowers have been encour-
aged in the field below.,

The cow byre at the western end of the
site and the main barn range have both been
bought back by Mr Collins, together with
the granary, and the first two have been
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to guest

carefully restored and renovated for him by
Ptolemy Dean, pres g exemplary models

specialist weekends from the barn. The
|

of sensitive reuse of farm buildings (Fig 7).
The roofs have been relaid in hand-cut stone
tiles and openings to the road filled in, so
, the traditional presence
of the barns remains largely the same in
the topography of the village, The bams
have become discreet guest cottages.

that, in many way:

The most exciting addition to the house
has also been designed by Ptolemy Dean:
anew dining room (Fig 2) completed late
last year, with carefully inserted new stone
walls between the road and the eastern end
of the house, where there was some cvi-
dence of the house being reduced in depth
when the road was created there in 1804,

The stone roofs of this room have become
part of the attractive grouping of roofs and
chimneys and gables that is glimpsed from
the road, and, inside,
piece of new work—a wagon-vaulted roof,
like that of an old church, which displays
beautifully the quality of the work that can
be achieved by contemporary craftsmen

s & most impressive

using traditional techniques.

Mr Collins has enjoyed collecting appro-
priate furniture and paintings of all periods
for the house, and has made Temple Guiting
Manor a comfortable place for his own
yment. It is also leased out for guests,
with the lettings managed by resident estate
manager Denise Lupton. Designer and
cookery writer Sophie Conran also runs

¢ ion of Cotswold landscape, his-
toric architecture, comfortable furnishing
and imaginative and poetic garden spaces
is hugely attractive, and the stillness and
calm of this place is deeply memorable, S
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For information about venting the house,
visit wwwetempleguitingmanor.co.ak

T Fig 8: Modern within the old: the airy,
double-height sitting room, with its
glass gallery, created within the barn
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